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ACTION OES-06 

INFO OCT-01 EUR-12 ISO-00 EPA-04 HUD-02 EB-07 INT-05 

COME-00 CIAE-00 DODE-00 INR-07 NSAE-00 PA-02 USIA-15 

PRS-01 SP-02 ( ISO ) W 

129632 

R251605Z AUG76 
FM AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 7988 

UNCLAS MOSCOW 13437 

FOR OES/APT/SEP 

DEPT PASS HUD FOR STEGALL 

DEPT PASS EPA FOR WILLIAM BROWN 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: TGEN, TPHY, UR, US 

SUBJECT: ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ON GAZLI EARTHQUAKE 
REE: MOSCOW 7820, MOSCOW 7937 

1. DURING SCICOUNS'S VISIT TO GARM AND DUSHANBE (SEPTEL) 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION WAS OBTAINED ON GAZLI EARTHQUAKE FROM 
NERSESOV AND NEGMATULLAYEV, TWO LEADING SOVIET SEISMOLOGISTS AND 
EXPERTS ON EARTHQUAKES. 

2. NERSESOV MENTIONED THAT DESTRUCTION IN GAZLI WAS LIMITED TO 
BRICK HOUSES. HE STATED THAT THESE HOUSES COLLAPESED BECAUSE 
OF IMPROPER FITTING OF BRICKS, ESPECIALLY AT CORNERS. IN 
CONTRAST, CEMENT-BLOCK HOUSING WITHSTOOD EARTHQUAKE. 

ACCORDING TO NERSESOV NO DISRUPTION OF GAS PIPING OCCURRED. 

3. NEGMATULLAYEV INFORMED SCICOUNS THAT DEATH TOLL CAUSED IN 
GAZLI BY MAY 1976 EARTHQUAKE WAS SIX PERSONS. 
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4. NEGMATULLAYEV ALSO MENTIONED THAT THERE WERE TWO EARTH- 
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QUAKES IN GAZLI ON APRIL 8 AND MAY 17. THEY OCCURRED FORTY 
DAYS APART. ACCORDING TO NEGMATULLAYEV MANY EARTHQUATES IN 
TADZHIKISTAN USUALLY OCCUR IN PAIRS SPACED BY ABOUT SIX WEEKS. 

STOESSEL 
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